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I have been a long fan of beaver pipes
or beaver flow devices ever since I
became convinced of their effective-
ness in the late 1990s. Unfortunately a
lot of people within the wildlife dam-
age management community, including
fur trappers, see these devices as
threats to their way of life. I would
argue that there is no necessary reason
to think this way. I suggest it is better to

view the pipes as just another tool in
the toolbox for doing wildlife manage-
ment. While the animal-rights protest
industry will tout the pipes as “solu-
tion” for all beaver problems, the fact is
beaver pipes are not effective in stop-
ping beaver damage to trees through
direct flooding and cutting. In addition,
areas sensitive to flooding, (e.g. Spring
thaw) are not appropriate candidates
for the water leveling version of the
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pipes. So in reality their use is restr:.:-
ed to protecting culverts and at we:-
lands where the owner does not (.:r:
about tree damage and can hand c
some fluctuation in flooding conc -
tions.

Mike Callahan, the owner of Beay e
Solutions, hails from the Pionces
Valley area of Massachusetts whio=
lies along the Connecticut River -
western Massachusetts. He has beces
installing beaver flow devices for :z
number of years. Mr. Callahan does =
great job explaining the various wavs
to use beaver pipes and beaver tloes
devices to manage beaver damage fro—
flooding. The video is segmented :.
cover the two primary situations th::
beaver flow devices are used. The firs:
section explains pond-levellers :=
which pipes are installed on dam:
themselves to maintain a certain leve
of water on the impoundment. The nex:
section discusses how to use fencing
and fencing and pipes to protect cui-
verts from being dammed by beaver
Mr. Callahan presents the materia!
carefully, systematically, and witx
good humor. He clearly has enough
self-esteem to even show one of his
mistakes. | found his personable videv
presence and conversational style a key
element to the video’s quality. As
someone who is not handy, I woulé
need to watch the video on a computer
and then systematically try to follow
the steps. But for those who are com-
fortable around tools, the directions
will be easy to follow.

I have only two criticisms or perhaps
cautions about the video. First, it lacks
details about evaluating water flowage
needs. The last thing you want to do 1»
install a pipe that doesn’t properly bai-
ance the water flow with the desireé
water level. Mr. Callahan tells me tha:
the subject is somewhat complicated so
he would rather have viewers contac:
him directly so he can discuss the situ-
ation. Second I thought he should've
mentioned a couple of safety issues
that confront people involved with
beaver dams and beaver ponds. For




nstance, he made no mention of
Giardia risks commonly known as
*beaver fever” nor did he explain the
fanger of breaching dams particularly
pround culverts. Viewers need to
hnderstand that dams in Massachusetts
end to be quite small because the
ponds and streams have very shallow
banks. In the streams and gullies of the
Midwest, however, dams are signifi-
gantly taller because the walls of the
stream had been eroded due to the

straightening of the Missouri and
Mississippi rivers. No matter that the
context removal of beaver dams, even
% just provide a place for the beaver

ipe, involves risk due to the pressure
f the water impounded by the dam.
ough rare, catastrophic blowouts can
Ccur.
Nevertheless, aside from those issues,
highly recommend this video to
ildlife control operators interested in
arning more about adding this partic-
lar technique to their business model.
Mr. Callahan definitely has experience
you can rely on as demonstrated by the
pumber of transportation officials who
vouched for him in third section of the
video. He also provides access to a
number of PDFs that you can use that
‘contain information on the use of
‘beaver pipes. | find this to be a nice
wuch and helps round out the video.
Overall the video is very well produced
with clear pictures and very clear
voiceovers and well-selected back-
ground music. It can be quickly viewed
as Mr. Callahan provides a just the
facts type of presentation. I am confi-
dent that landowners, road officials,
“and wildlife control operators interest-
ed in learning the fundamentals of
installing pond levelers and culvert
fences will find the $24.95 for this
video a well spent investment.

Copies can be obtained directly at his
site.  http://www.beaversolutions.com
through Paypal. Credit cards and
checks are accepted. DVD costs $24.95
with shipping is $5.95 ($6.95 to
Canada). Stephen M Vantassel, CWCP
hup:/wildlifecontrolconsultant.com

Sterling MJ500 Fox and Coyote Trap

‘Made in the USA :
‘Malleable Cast Jaws 1/4" offset Stsesr;n(\)% PEJ::: 0
‘Inside Jaw Spread 5 7/16° (Ohio Legal) $184.00 per6
'Double Jaw Hold-down (No Loose Jaw) $338.95 perdozen
Pan Tension Adjustable with Gun Notch Trigger

‘Welded Machine Chain w/ Sterling STS00 Swivels
‘Designed and Manf. by Sterling Ent. USA
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Sterling MJ800 Professional Wolf Trap $125.00 Each

‘ Shipping & Handling Under $40 add $7.90, $40 to §100 add $11.90, Over
Also available $100 add $18.90, (Zip 7.8,9 plus $4.00 per doz) Request Free Catalog

Sterling MJ600 Trap | = Sterling Fur Co. W [ Caman's Lurs

§36.00Each 11268 Frick Road to 450
-

$204.00 per6 : 6 or more $4.00 each
437495 ozen Sterling, Oh 44276 a2 P S 150
Ph: 330-939-3763 Fax: 330-939-5315

FurTaker Tradin' Post

Classified ad rates are $0.25 per word. Check must accompany text submission. E-mail submissions are
preferred, but payment must be received before ads will run. Any Fur Taker member is eli-
gible for one free ad annually. USE this space to buy, sell, trade, or to connect with trap-
ers in other parts of the country. It is just one more benefit of membership. Please limit your text to
ewer than 40 words (on the free ones!). We expressly reserve the right to reject or edit any ad. Current
ad purchasers: Put together text and get it to Duane at: Duane Fronek 321 Church St. Apt. 3,
White Lake, WI. 54491  (920) 287-2046 ftaassteditor@yahoo.com

Fur Taker Animal Trading Cards, Set of 14 cards, full color photos on the
front, with detailed descriptions on the back—excellent for use with trapper edu-
cation classes, particularly targeting ages 7-14. Great “hand-outs™ at sports shows,
ctc. Cards are available for $1.00 a set for 1-49 sets plus S&H, or 50.60 a set
for 50 sets or larger orders plus S&H to members/chapters/affiliates. Shipping
and handling costs: 1-10 sets $3.50, 11-49 sets $6.50, 50-250 sets $10.95, over
250--sets inquire for cost. To order, contact: Louie Krumwiede, 408 S. Oak, Box 3,
Buckley, IL 60918 (217) 394-2577 ftatreasurer@yahoo.com or Dan Schweisthal,
656 Kimberly Lane, Montgomery, IL 60538 (630) 851-71 19
varmintsheriff@hotmail.com

Favorite Sets of T03p Trappers Volumes 1-4: 1 book, $15 + 4sen = $19; any 2
books, $25 + Sseh= $30; any 3 books, $38 + 7sen = $45; Set of ALL 4--$50 + 8ssn =
$58. Contact Louie Krumwiede, 408 S. Oak, Box 3, Buckley, IL 60918 (217) 394-2577
ftatreasurer(@yahoo.com Contact Louie Krumwiede, 408 S. Oak, Box 3, Buckley, IL
60918 (217) 394-2577 ftatreasurer@yahoo.com

Trapping the Elusive Bobcat, with Gary Jepson. Two hours of ND Trapline
footage, sets and catches. $39.95+$5.00 s&h (Portion of sales go to FTA) Contact
Louie Krumwiede, 408 S. Oak, Box 3, Buckley, IL 60918 (217) 394-2577  ftatrea-
surer@yahoo.com

sional results with our i%o-lt—Yourself Antler ﬁounting Kits. Aiso Predator

Hunter/Trapper displays for your hard earned furs! Kits include: HeadStone,
DeadEnd, Predator Fire! etc. www.WhiskeyLegends.com (412) 600-5127
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