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I have been a long fan of beaver pipes

or beaver flow devices ever since I
became convinced of their effective-
ness in the late 1990s. Unfortunately a
lot of people within the wildlife dam-
age management community, including
fur trappers, see these devices as
threats to their way of life. I would
argue that there is no necessary reason
to think this way. I suggest it is better to

view the pipes as just another tool in
the toolbox for doing wildlife manage-
ment. While the animal-rights protest
industry will tout the pipes as "solu-
tion" for all beaver problems, the fact is
beaver pipes are not effective in stop-
ping beaver damage to trees through
direct flooding and cutting. In addition,
areas sensitive to flooding, (e.9. Spring
thaw) are not appropriate candidates
for the water leveling version of the

pipes. So in real i ty their use is resrn.:-
ed to protecting culverts and at \\ L":-
lands where the owner does ilot u-:ic
about tree damage and can hanc ;
some fluctuation in floodine coni,.-
tions.

Mike Callahan, the owner of Bc'ar r:
Solut ions, hai ls from the Pione r:
Valley atea of Massachusetts uhr.:
lies along the Connecticut Rir er :
western Massachusetts. He has bcc:
installing beaver flow devices tbr z
number of years. Mr. Callahan doe. i
great job explaining the various \\ a\ i
to use beaver pipes and beaver fltr.',:
devices to manage beaver damage titr::
flooding. The video is segmented :..
cover the two primary situations rh::
beaver flow devices are used. The tlr.:
section explains pond-level lers : :-
which pipes are installed on dan:'
themselves to maintain a certain ler c.
of water on the impoundment. The ne r:
section discusses how to use fencing
and fencing and pipes to protect cui-
verts from being dammed by bear.':
Mr. Callahan presents the materi : .
carefully, systematically, and u irl
good humor. He clearly has enougi-
self-esteem to even show one of hi'
mistakes. I found his personable vidc",
presence and conversational style a kcr
e lement  to  the v ideo 's  qual i ty . . { r
someone who is not handy, I w'oulc
need to watch the video on a compurd:
and then systematically try to folltli
the steps. But for those who are com-
fortable around tools, the direction.
will be easy to follow.

I have only two criticisms or perhaps
cautions about the video. First, it lacks
details about evaluating water flo\l'as..
needs. The last thing you want to do r:
install a pipe that doesn't properly bai-
ance the water flow with the desirc'c
water level. Mr. Callahan tells me tha:
the subject is somewhat complicated :.,
he would rather have viewers contac:
him directly so he can discuss the situ-
ation. Second I thought he should'r e
mentioned a couple of safety issuc't
that confront people involved u ith
beaver dams and beaver ponds. Ftr:
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